
Term 2 - WEEK 1 - FRIDAY 3rd May

Kia ora koutou, nau mai hoki mai.

Welcome back to Term 2.

I hope everyone had a great term break. It's been so nice seeing everyone back at school this
week. It was also great to see all the sidelines busy with the beginning of winter sports.

We are really excited about the term ahead and look forward to supporting all our learners as
they continue on their learning journeys at Whitikahu School. 

All our staff have worked hard during the holiday period to set up wonderful learning experiences
to ensure that our learners have engaging and meaningful learning opportunities. 

We look forward to seeing our Whitikahu Whanau at the many school events we have on this term.
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The Swifts
(Netball Intermediate)

Player of 
the Day:

Leah Hodel
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Experienced tutor offering one on one
drum tuition during school hours.

Lessons are Half an hour (weekly) and
are $25 per lesson. Students are taught
to read drum music. Hire drum kids are
available (limited number). 8 years and

older.

Phone / Tex Malcolm 021 152 3747

Drum Lessons
If your child is playing sport

this season send photos and
results and this can be

incorporated into our Weekly
Newsletter!

Email
tiffany.callow@whitikahu.co.nz

Sport

PTA Firewood Fundraiser
The days are definitely getting chillier! We have a huge stack of

firewood for sale. Mix of seasoned gum + oak. Bring a trailer and fill it
yourself for $120/m3

Email pta@whitikahu.school.nz for collection info. 
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In Week 4, on Monday 20th May and Tuesday 21st May, we will be having 3 Way Conferences (formerly referred to as
Parent/Teacher Interviews) at school from 1-6pm on both days. An email will be sent out next week (Week 2) for parents to
book a 15 minute time slot on either Monday 20th May or Tuesday 21st May (between 1-6pm), to meet with their child and
their child's classroom teacher, to have a 3 Way Conference. In this round of 3 Way Conferences, parents and whaanau will
hear about their child's learning goals, reflections, academic progress, assessment results, curriculum levels, inquiry learning
and CARES (our school values).

School will operate as per usual on the 3 Way Conference days but parents can pick up their children early from 1pm onwards
if they wish to do so on Monday 20th and Tuesday 21st. Whilst teachers are running 3 Way Conferences, an alternative plan
with Mr Harper will be made from 1-3pm for students still at school.

What is a 3 Way Conference?
Three-way conferences are a conversation between the student, their parents/whaanau, and their teacher.
Students share their learning progress and achievement, often using selected pieces of work in an e-portfolio, learning
journal or presentation.
The student is actively involved in the learning and reporting process, reflecting the intent of The New Zealand Curriculum.
Students, parents/whaanau, and the teacher sit together and discuss the student’s learning, with the student taking an
equal role in leading the learning conversation.
It is a conversation about what the students are learning at school rather than what they are doing at school.
The role of the parents/whaanau is to listen to their child, ask questions and encourage the student to expand and
explain information further.
The role of the teacher is to facilitate and lead the conversation about the student’s learning and prompt their child when
needed.
The role of the student is to share their learning with their parents and reflect on the progress they have made so far this
year.

What is the purpose of a 3 Way Conference?
Students are actively involved in the learning and reporting process.

3 Way Conferences are designed to achieve one or more of the following goals:
To help students demonstrate evidence of learning
To teach students the process of reflection and self-evaluation
To facilitate the development of students' organisational and oral communication skills and to increase their self-
confidence
To encourage students, parents, and teachers to engage in open and honest dialogue
To encourage students to accept personal responsibility for their learning
To increase parent understanding of their child’s learning through improving attendance at and satisfaction with the
reporting process.

At the conclusion of the 3 Way Conference, a printed-out report will be given to whaanau to take home which will replace our
Mid-Year Reporting process and will reflect our current focuses. I have attached a 'mock' exemplar in this email to give you
an idea of what the report will look like (as well as the slides that students will refer to in the 3 Way Conference
presentations).

We invite extended whaanau to attend the 3 Way Conferences along with parents to support the learning of our aakonga at
Whitikahu School.

Three-Way
Conferencing

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum#collapsible10


For more information on the reserve see our website: 

Pukemokemoke Bush Reserve • David Johnstone Pukemokemoke Bush Trust 

The Pukemokemoke Bush Trust has many native trees to plant and are looking for volunteers to help
in May and June 2024. We’d love you to join us for a few hours in May or June at Pukemokemoke. 

Saturday 18 May, from 1pm, with an afternoon tea afterwards + 

Saturday 15 June, from 1pm, with an afternoon tea afterwards 

Who: Everyone welcome, bring the family and friends 

Questions: info@pukemokemoke.nz 

Bring: Gloves, spade, boots and a drink bottle 

Where: Tauhei Road - near Whitikahu. Approx 20 mins drive from Hamilton (see map) 

Park in the carpark then walk into the shelter at the log hauler site (5 mins walk) 

Interested in planting native trees in a reserve near Hamilton? 

https://www.pukemokemoke.nz/
https://www.pukemokemoke.nz/
mailto:info@pukemokemoke.nz
mailto:info@pukemokemoke.nz
mailto:info@pukemokemoke.nz


COMMUNICATION

SEESAW SCHOOL APP

EMAILS NEWSLETTER

At Whitikahu School, we have four main platforms for communication to our wider community,
beyond the use of phone calling. We aim to be as transparent and highly communicative as

possible with the wider community and use the four different platforms for specific purposes.

Seesaw is an app that we use at school to
showcase students learning. It functions

similarly to a class blog where parents and
caregivers are provided a “window” into the
learning activities and experiences of their

children. Parents are encouraged to
comment, interact and engage on the
platform as teachers or students post

snapshots of learning. 

The School App functions as a
platform for quick alerts to

parents and the wider community.  
It houses our school calendar as

well as options for reporting
absenteeism..

Important information
regarding students, events or

updates is usually
communicated by School

Leadership, Administration,
Teachers or other Staff through

emailing.

Each week, a newsletter is
emailed out to the community
with highlights from the week,

snapshots of learning,
advertisements and notices,

Students of the Week, Upcoming
dates and general reminders.


